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Port Di-visions 
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*'The port of Gd.ansk is divided into: 

P^^i ¥ isl8my - Th.e port, Bugar and all piece goods ^vrc 

loaded there , 

Rudo4 -?eglo^^y nov also cal.led ’^Gorniczy ^ - The. port where cos.l 
ai,id Iron ore are loaded*' 

PosT-t Wo tooclowy - The free port. Machinery is loaded and uiiload.ed hero; 
also all the shipments to China-.. 

d) PAGED - Po3rt Br^ewny - The tlmher harbor-. 

e) Kanal Kaszubski « The Kashubiau Canal, Metals^ wire^ pipes etc are 

loaded here. There are many warehouses along the canal, 

’The Westerplatte basin serves naval purposes. It has been put in order daring 
the last two years a.nd is now surrounded with a high barbed wire fence. Mo 
civilians are admitted. The guard is strong: sailors^ lights playing on the 
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fence Toy ni^t, but hitherto no bloodhounds. Everywhere there are WOP posts 
a^ad notices that persons approaching forbidden areas will be shot without 
warning. The ^festeiplatte Quay, however, is an ordinary trade quay on one of 
the canals of the port. 

Soviet Vessels 

4* “The Soviets have no special bases at Gdansk but anchor some vessels at 

Westerplatte . The Soviet vessels are usually trawlers, mostly 3^-50 m long 
but sometimes only 15 m long. Occasionally a Soviet to:^edb or gunboat can 
be observed, but no larger naval vessels. Sometimes there are about ten 
Soviet .vessels. On 29 &pteifl:jer 53 there were none. Tiie local people have 
no idea what these Soviet vessels do at Gdansk since the official Soviet base 
Is at Szcsecin. Possibly they check bn the Polish Havy, but people think 
-that their visits serve a psychological purpose. The Soviets want to intimate: 
^We are here. We are ready for action.' 

Port Activity 

5* “The number of ships calling at the ports of GdjTiia and Gdansk has fallen off 
steeply in the last l8 months. Immediately after World War II, while WI^IPRA 
was still in operation, about 55-70 vessles would be lying in Gdansk harbor 
at once and seven or eight waiting in the roads to enter. In 1951 ^.nd the 
beginning of 1^52, at the Westerplatte Quay alone, at 3.east j, 0 sruos would be 
anchored at oncei often ships lined this quay in rows of tv-o i.hree. As 
vOf September 1953 there were often no more than 10 ships :j.,u Uie whole harbor 
of Gdansk. 

6m “We can give no figures for Gdynia harbor, but activity there appears as slack 
as at Gdansk. Gdynia and. Gdansk have been an economic entity since 19^5 -46 » 
Technically, however, the two ports are separate.' Each has its own facilities^ 
except for the largest cranes, which are shared. In 'Gdynia all the quays are 
now built of reinforced concrete. In Gdansk old wooden quays are still in use. 
Some of the new quays are of timber below water level 'and concrete above . 

7» “There are four or five pilots ^ames unknown to sources/ in the port of Gdansk 
aJSid about the same number in Gdynia. Under the present regime these pilots 
are^picke'd for political rather than vocational quali.fications , Thus, the most 
■ responsible job in a port is entrusted to petty CP functionax'ies c:.’ sympathisers.. 
Accidents bre frequent. A serious one occurred on 29 July 53* 

Not far from Westerplatte the Wis la channel has a sudden v/t.i-/! 

Is the mos^ d^gerou.s spot for ships In Gdansk harfxur* :"'rory tl^’e a 
ship passes this spot she has to whistle five ti-’f-ee. fl.:.. ocnd is 
. called the Tive Widstle Bend' (sakxet 1-cia . It l.t;:.. 

tween the jfapitanat Bortu Kabrsese Gornicze, ..lly that last 

i^tiay’ is: always called the Coal: Q.uuyj- the ''gom.ilte ’ is use i only ' 

officially -- just as the colliers are always ca:= V;<t ’weglowce • , a:ithou 
the regime calls them 'rudoweglowce ' . 

On 29 July the chief pilot of Gdansk was piloting the large freight 
steamer s/s WARYNGKI (without a cargo) through the Eakret Gwiiglkow* 

In the mi^le of the bend the forward tug veered too mucn ro rigrb 
and too close to the quay. The pilot ordered the vd-yRyNSiri ' s front 
anchor cast instead of cQpmnding 'stop' and ordering the rear tug to 
reverse. The WAEtSSfCl bumped against the quay, her stera and propeller 
half rising out of the water. Ibe rear tug rammed into the WM’YNSKI* 
The..K-^7NSfe damaged as was one of 'the tugs. The authorities 

considered .the accident an act of sabotage. 'We heard that there were 
several arrests and a political as well as technical investigation. 

/^ources do not know who was arrested in addition to the piloi^/ 

CONEIDEOTIAL/US OFFICIALS ONLY 


Approved For Release 2002/07/29 : CIA-RDP80-00926A006800120001-5 




8 . 


9 . 


10 . 


11 . 


12 . 


13 . 


25X1 A 

Approved For Release 2002/07/29 : Cl A-RDP8Q-QQ926AQQ68Q Q1 2QQQ1 -5 

(FFXCIALS Omt 


3 - 


^’On 3 September 53 a storm tore the roofs off a rov of storehouses on the 
Nahrzeze Wislaiie (Wisla Quay) in Gdansk* The storehouses had been rehuiXt 
in 1952 and. covered with c outlet ely new roofs. The work had been done 
according to govennsent specifications -- with the usual saving In labor 
and material* Instead of having paid a little more for the roofs in 1952 
the State' will now have to fork out the price of entirely new replacements* 

*'The new building of the Kommandantura of the Polish Navy- (Komenda Marynarki 
WoJeimej) was finished in summer 1952* It is situated in Koscluszko Square, 
hot far from PIM (Pahstwowy Instytut Meteorologlc'zny , colloquiany called 
^Pimus*) * All the construction work was done by labor battalions (bataljony 
pracy)^ not by \uiits of the Sluzba Polsce . ' ■ 

'*The electrical department of the harbor administraWon in Gd,ansk .consists of 
the following men t chief electrician’ for the port, department heeds (Kierownik 
Widzialu) section heads (Kierownik Oddzialu), masters (Mistrz), brigade leaders 
and regular journeymen electricians* A jotnr'neymsn electrician in the free 
port, whose job consists of repairing electric motors on ships, tugs and cranes 
operating and repairing transf ormers , earns about I5OO zl per month (in- 
cluding all premi^ims and overtime payments')* 

SecTarity Regulations 

‘’As was reported in the gress, a Swedish citizen Al ian Binar ne J ^ , first 

mate of GUNHEL of Halsin#>org, was arrested in GdaariBk :: ^ cluurged 

with having hidden two Polish citizens - a man and a ■ oa his ship to 

help them escape to Sweden. The two refugees were discovered hidden in the 
forecastle of the ship when she was searched by the frontier guard. De Jounge 
Was invited ashore for an inteirrogation by the authorities aii<3- arrested uri 
accessory to the escape althou^i he emphatically denied any kiiowledge oi rac 
Would-be refugees. His case was up ’ for - trial at the volevodshlp tribunal in 
Gdansk on 12 Kovem}jer* This time he pleaded guilty add wo..s sentenced^ to one 
year ' of prison, the mildest punishment for -his offence as the appropriate law, 
according- to the Swedish consul in -Gdansk, Arne Lellkl , provides for up to five 
years of Iraprisonment* 

’’On 19 September we were working as usual in our offices at the Construct icn 
Bureau of the Gdansk Shii:>yard (Stoeznia Gd^ajiska). The windows overlook l i 
quay where the Swedish m/s GUI:II'IEL was loading coal-. A-t about 2 jmi tw'o truck s- 
covered with ta.rpaulin drove on the quay, eax’rying about 50 tlOP soldiers i ;!' 
a niAHiber of officers* This was pretty unusual and the whole persrr rc' 
office collected at the windows to watch the proceedings, "b a: ' -> 

soldiers were posted on the quay so that nobody coulJ r ■■ - -ti- 

observed* An officer climbed on the bridp- '‘f the a-. ‘ ' ‘.a- ■. vr; LhC' ■ ■ aa' 

ations* Then at the order of the t: .1 - i^v)la-c'A' vUexe mu a:. 

have been about ^0 - marched onbo?:.:;! v/i-, 1' and ■went ^ --■ Tliey 

reappeared on deck after 3. few lui.mxt::?: wit-h a Polish coap- 1 thcr. 

and drove with them in the t'wo trucks to the WOP placc ^wA:A ,I..n 

the harbour. Shortly 'thereafter a WOP officer earn Ic a. car with a ^aple o: 
soldiers, boai*ded the ship, and took off the first' iDiate* In the af- jraocn x 
whole cavalcade came back; about 5^ soldiers, their officers x ■ lie ar 
rested couple, together with some film operators* ' The escape xt-tef..: k^vras 
filmed. The couple hai to place themselves in the cage of tuc cron. ( -hyy tak ) | 
an armed soldier stood, behind the crane operator; the c. .iple were 1= fted and 
lowered into the hold of the ship* After all this was ovcir they left Jigairi 
taking even the crane operator with them* 

’’The affair caused many speculations in Gd.ansk* Tliere was, of course, nc doubt 
that the crane operator had a part in the plot, for the refugees could not riave 
got on the ship without his knowledge and help. Nobody knew whether the Swedish 
officer was guilty or not* Many people considered' the escaping couple rather 
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suspects The womam tos the wife of a WOP officer in Gdansk. The Identity of 
the man was not knoroi he was supposed to be her lover. Some people were quite 
sure that the whole thing was a provocation, especially as the refugees ad- 
mitted their guilt so quickly, denounced their accessories a^ consented to 
play their part in the filming. Others said the escape could have been genuine 
and that perhaps the fugitives had. admitted everything and played their part 
in the film because they had been promised better treatment for cooperation^ 


‘Whatever the. facts, the escape attempt had an epilogue. On 23 September new 
regulations were introduced for the guarding anri loading of foreign ships in 
Polish .ports s 

a) Henceforth every foreign, ship Is to be guarded .not by two WOP 
soldiers., as hitherto^ hut three. If a crane Is used In loading, -a WOP sentry 
stards behlng the crane operator. 


b) !I?he 20 WOP soldiers who search every 500-600 ton ship before sne 
leaves port (larger ships are searched by correspondingly larger xmits) will 
henceforth be provided. not only with pistols but . also with torches, long 
sharp iron rods and tear gas • 


c) In loading coal the cranes are not to lower their load into the hold 
but' to drop it high above the hatch so that the WOP guard may see plainly 
, that :no parson Is, being dropped. 

^“That . last regulation has : its own 'history*. At first coal v'ar; .xomied in the 
ordinary fashion by lowering It. into the hold. Then - possibly after escapes 
on colliers - the authorities ordered it dropped high above the hatches* Thi.s 
caused foreign importers to protest, as the coal is broken into small pieces 
.by such handling and is of a different, inferior compos itdon. on arrival at its 
destination than .when it -was inspected on shore,, v The Polish authorities, wno 
vare.keen to sell their coal, had to a^ee to loading by lowering the coal into 
the hoM. But they have now reverted to the old me.thod.. The provocation 
theory, may not .be so wrongj Poles attempting 'to escape via a crane and a. 
Swedish officer mixed up in the affair provide the regime with a strong argu- 
ment if the coal importers should again protest against the loading methods. 
Possibly this e^gplains why the Swedish' officer got so llgVit a sente'nce^ h'x.ther- 
t O' the Polish courts have not been so lenient towards the Swedes. 

**Dogs are no longer -used in -searching ships in Gdansk and .Gdynia^ This 'r.rnfh:r-c 
was dropped in the early summer of 1952. Refugees have become too cJc. ? or 
dogst they pour gasoline on themselves and their closest tracer.:; - : ■.-'r.-' 

•selves with tobacco dust. . Under such clr cum, stances the d.^gs : co'O ,.. rcoit 

and are useless. 

Private Sailing 

•‘The Budowlane Sailing Club, is attached to the. Szkola Mowy Okretow ,,n Odai^sl:. 
The si^iall club sailboats have, the ri^it to sail in the bay of Gdansic, the so 
called Zatoka. WO? clearance and a sailing pemit ( przepustk a) are iie cess r.:r-y. 
The sailors- have their boats cleared at .the WOP post -near Kapltanat Portu i..", 
the estuary*” > 

end - 
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